
A. G. McDonald, Detro i t ,  Mich. 

October 12 ,  1893. 

'Mr. McDonald represents  t he  Ruffalo F ish  

Co. a t  t h i s  place.  Is one of' the p r i n c i p a l  

owners o f  th i s  agency. They have 8 l a r g e  

f reez ing  and storage house here ,  and a r e  

rece iv ing  and shipping l a rge  amounts o f  f resh  

f i s h  a l l  the time. 

He bel ieves  thoroughly tha t  t he  f i s h e r i e s  

on the American s ide  of the lakes should be 

subjected t o  regulat ions.  

To enlarge the  s i z e  of' the mesh i n  the 

c r i b s  of t h e  pounds a s  now proposed on the 

Canadian s ide  would r e s u l t  i n  g i l l i n g  a l a r g e  

proport ion of the fish, which would, not reach 

- them i n  so good condition, and would make i t  

d i f f i u u l t  t o  empty t he  pounda. No 6mall 

herring w e  now taken in the pounds and con- 

' reqaeatly there uould be no obj 8ut in so 
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e n l a r e i n €  the mesh. 

No. 1 h e r r i n e  a r e  those weighinp above 55 

pounds t o  100 f ' ish.  62 pounds to 100 f i s h  

would i n d i c a t e  l a r g e  he r r ing .  

The t r u e  c i s c o  a r e  o n l y  o 6% a ined  i n  Lake 

Ontar io  and i n  the nor thern  part of  Lake 

M i  chican. 

They a l s o  c a l l  the h e r r i n g  of' Lake E r i e  

c i sco .  A very l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t hese  i s  

smoked. They a r e  mostly smoked by i n d i v i d u a l s  

a long  the shore ,  each workinq on a small s c a l e .  

Many a re  smoked i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  D e t r o i t .  

Thinks there  should be a c lose  season f o r  

h e r r i n g  and wh i t e f i sh  ( i n  Lake E r i e  a t  l e a s t )  

beginning about  November 1 0  o r  12, Thinks 

that t h e  p i c k e r e l  should be p ro tec t ed  i n  the  

spr ing .  This i s  the wall-eyed-pike. 

Believes i n  the  po l i cy  pursued by Canada, 

with regard t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the f i s h e r y .  

Carp were p l a n t e d  by t he  Michigan S t a t e  

Conmission. Thinks a mietake was made i n  
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p l a n t i n p  them i n  the r i v e r  and lake .  There i s  

a nothing i n  them commercially. The most that 

they o b t a i n  a re  s e n t  t o  N e w  York. 

Very l i t t l e  f i s h i n ?  i s  done i n  Lhe D e t r o i t  

River ,  but more i n  Lake St. Clair. 

Carp have not  yet got i n t o  Lake S t .  Clair, 

b u t  i t  has a p r e a t  abundance o f  c a t  f i s h e s .  

There is now very l i t t l e  s turgeon f i s h i n g  

i n  the D e t r o i t  River ,  except  r iyt i t  a t  i t s  

mouth. This  f i s h e r y  has been overdone. Some 

are st i l l  taken i n  Lake S t .  Clair .  He handled 

a l l  that  we’re t aken  the re  l a s t  year.  

The h e r r i n f  a r e  above a l l  o t h e r s  t h e  f i s h  

most deservine; o f  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  Lake E r i e .  

They are the  cheapest  f i s h  and f u r n i s h  the 

biggest trade. 

Sturgeon and p i c k e r e l  a r e  t h e  s p e c i e s  
0 

l e a a t  deserv ing  of p r o t e c t i o n ,  on account of 

t h e  damage t h e y  do t o  o t h e r  fishes. 

The sturgeon i n  Lake E r i e  spawn mostly i n  

June 
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The Buffalo F i s h  Co. w i l l  no t  buy s turgeon 

measuring less  than 4 fee t  long,  and the 

f ishermen miqht as  wel l  r e t u r n  to the  water all 

spec imens o f  smal le r  s i ze .  

The s turgeon f i s h e r y  o f  t h i s  reg ion  never 

amounted t o  much u n t i l  they bepan to u t i l i z e  

the  c a v i a r .  140 kegs o f  c a v i a r  were packed 

by t h i s  Company at D e t r o i t  i n  1892, but only 

70 t o  80 kegs t h i s  year.  There a re  140 pounds 

t o  a keg. I t  is mostly s e n t  abroad f o r  f i n a l  

p repa ra t ion .  The s turceon meat i s  mostly 

smoked i n  t h i s  region.  

Many complaints have been made aga ins t  t he  

pounds oi'f Sandusky, as i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  

nav iga t ion ,  but  could not  Five us any d e f i n i t e  

in format ion  about i t .  However, t he  d i r e c t  

t r ave l  between t h e  D e t r o i t  River  and e a s t e r n  

end of Lake E r i e  goes t o  the n o r t h  of' the  

8 .  

i Slande 

The l e a d e r s  of the pounds have a 7 and 8 
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i nch  mesh. The smal le r  o r  !io. 2 h e r r i n g  w i l l  

a pass  through t h i s ,  and he thinks they do. 

This i s  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  them as 

r ega rds  r e g u l a t i o n s  for s i z e  of'  mesh. The 

mesh of' the  h e a r t s ,  tunnel  and c r i b  may be a s  

small  as you p lease .  

In  the  no r th  end of  Lake Kichigan they use 

6 inch mesh g i l l  n e t s  for salmon t r o u t ,  and 

a l s o  t a k e  a few whitef ' ish i n  them i n  the  f a l l .  

This company has refused t o  purchase 

Salmon t r o u t  w e i e h i a  less than 1 1/2 pound8, 

d re s sed ,  from the fishermen on the  Canadian 

s i d e  of Lake Huron. These fishermen have been 

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  catch l a t e l y  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  

o f  many small t r o u t ,  which a re  not  s a l e a b l e ,  

and are  not  rece ived  i n  good condi t ion ;  when 

they have been taken  a t  D e t r o i t ,  i t  has been 

neaeaaary t o  throw many of' them away.  Tie were 
e 

shown some of them. 

Lake Superior has not yet been developed 

to any extent ,  and 80 far they have no t  been 
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sending many food f i s h  from there .  

a The p r i n c i p a l  f i s h  taken i n  the Lake of' 

t h e  Woods are sturgeon. C.  G. Neilson, o f  

Sandusky, c o n t r o l s  the f i s h e r i e s  on tha t  lake. 

They could not handle  the whitef'ish f r o m  that 

lake,  on accounf of the l e n g t h  of time now 

r e q u i r e d  t o  pet  them t o  market. 

Pounds and fyke n e t s  a r e  used i n  Lake St. 

Clair .  They t ake  only cheap f i s h  i n  the  

spr ing .  Get only an  incons iderable  amount of 

black bass from t h a t  source,  and p e n e r a l l y  only 

a s t r a y  one. !lever above 50 pounds a day. 

They do no t  care  t o  deal i n  t h i s  spec ie s ,  and 

would just as soon not  r ece ive  any. If t he  

sportsmen d e s i r e  t o  p r o t e c t  i t  for e x c l u s i v e l y  

g m e  purposes he would have no ob jec t ions .  

The S t a t e  has passed a law which draws a 
(I, 

l i n e  through their  p a r t  of' Lake St. Clair. On 

one s i d e  o f  t h i s  l i n e  no market f ' ishinc i s  

allowed. 

Blauk bass  are more abundant about Pe lee  
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I s l a n d  than  m o s t  anywhere e l s e .  

0 T h i s  f i r m  would not take  o r  deal i n  No. 2 

w h t t e f i s h  Qf they could he lp  i t ,  and would be 

i n  favor of  p r o t e c t i n r  tha t  s i z e  i f  i t  could be 

done s u i t a b l y .  

HerrinE a re  the f i s h  o f  the poor  people 

and they  a r e  more g e n e r a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  than 

any o t h e r s  o f  the l ake  spec ies .  They a re  s e n t  

as  f a r  south  as Georiria and Tennessee, and 

westward beyond Omaha. 

The h e r r i n e  is the f i s h  t o  be p r o t e c t e d  

i n  Lake Erie, and whose i n t e r e s t s  should 

e s p e c i a l l y  be looked a f t e r .  All t he  w h i t e f i s h  

necessary  can be secured from the o t h e r  lakes. 

This has a l w s y s  been the  p r i n c i p a l  h e r r i n e  

lake, al though many more whi te f i sh  used t o  be 

taken Prom i t  than  a r e  now. 

A l l  the spawning of both the h e r r i n g  and 
8 

whitefish t a k e s  plaae  at  the  western end o f  

Lake Erie. 

The fishery i s  beinp destroyed on t h e  



south s i d e  of  Lake Erie, Free  f i s h i n g  i n  

Canada ( o f f e r  of' Canadian Min i s t e r  of Fisher ies)  

would do the  same harm as i s  now be inc  done on 

the American s i d e .  They a r e  now making a good 

living on the Canada s ide .  

November 1 0  t o  1 2  is l a t e  enourh t o  beTin 

the  close season everywhere i n  Lake Er i e .  I t  

should not  be set as l a t e  as  November 20 t o  25. 


